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ABSTRACT

The Islamic scholars have identified several rules which deal
with the reciting and reading of the Quran and
touching/handling the al-Mushaf: the script of the Quran. One
of the most important prerequisites, as viewed by the classical
Sunni schools of Islamic law, is taharat, which includes both
the physical cleanliness—by ablution (wudu) or complete body
wash (ghusl) or both—and the purification of thought from all
kinds of disbelief (shirk). By extending the rule of taharat, the
mainstream Sunni jurists categorically forbid all non-Muslims
from touching the Quran; although they are allowed to touch
and read its translation as well as to listen to its recitation. This
paper analyzes the views of the mainstream jurists and argues
for reappraisal of several aspects of the said condition of taharat
for both Muslims and non-Muslims, relying upon those jurists
whose views are though different from the mainstream but are
more practicable and closer to the objectives of the Islamic
Sharia today.
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