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ABSTRACT

Literally, Rasm means “symbol” While the term “rasm” refers
to the knowledge by which the writer is protected from the
errors of writing. The use of the word “rasm” in the sense of
writing began around the fifth century (AH) and later the word
was used exclusively for the “Rasm-e-Usmani”. Although the
Holy Qur'an was written entirely in the Prophet's time, it was
based on various things, then in the era of Abu Bakar(RA) it was
also given a book form, but this “Rasm” was named after the
“Rasm-e-Usmani” because it was job of Usman (RA) to purify
the Holy Qur'an from the rare recitations (Shaz Qira‘at) and
commentary sayings of the Companions and to compile it in a
manner in which all the recitations could be recited
continuously and then to prepare its Mushafs and send them to
different Islamic countries. The “Rasm” on which he prepared
the Mushafs was different from the common script due to some
features and these features are called the six rules and they are;
Hazf, Zyadat, Al-Hamz, Badal, Wasl-o-Fasal and Ma-fihi-
Qira’ataan. There is a difference of opinion as to whether the
“Rasm-e-Mushaf” is detention or non-detention, however, the
preferred opinion is that of the detainees. Similarly, whether it
1s necessary for the Muslim Ummah to adhere to this “Rasm”
or not, the position of the majority of scholars is that adherence
to the “Rasm-e-Usmani” is necessary for all Muslims.
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