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ABSTRACT

According to Hadith literature, the Quran is revealed in seven
Ahruf, the plural of harf. Ahruf are distinct from Qira‘at.This is
a very momentous and lengthy topic, indeed, one of the most
complicated discussions on the sciences of the Qur’an. It is
very difficult to discuss it in full details in this work but the
important things about it are being presented in this article. The
first problem we face with this Hadith is what is meant by the
Revelation of Qur’an on Seven “Ahruf’? We find a great deal
of difference of opinion on this subject. Up to thirty five
different views have been quoted by Ibn al-‘Arabi and
others.Some of the popular views are quoted in this article. The
context of these narrations indicates clearly that the word
‘seven’ does not denote an unspecified large number but it
denotes the specific numerical value ‘seven’. Hence, in the light
of these narrations this view (that seven means more than that)
does not hold good and the majority of scholars reject it. In the
vast collections of Hadiths, we do not find any mention of
difference in the Qur’an other than that accounted for in
“ahruf”. How then may we explain differences in reading and
“ahruf”? I have not been able to find a satisfactory answer to
this confusion with the advocates of this theory.
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