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ABSTRACT

Before the advent of Islam, a woman was considered as
property, with no rights at all. They did not have the right to
choose a husband. Islam liberated women and gave them the
basic rights.Unfortunately, in Pakistan many parents and legal
guardians misinterpret and misuse the guardianship of their
children, especially with reference to marriage. They deny
some religious rights to their children because of local
traditions, customs and taboos. Forcing children to marry
against their wishes, does not conform to the Islamic code.
Forced marriages are considered illegle in Shariah. Even in the
case of marriage of a minor arranged, by a father or a
grandfather, the girl has the right to cancal it on reaching
Puberty. According to Shariah the boy and the girls has the
right to turn to a court for a settlement of the issue.
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A Forced Marriage is conducted without the valid consent of both

parties and where duress either physical or emotional- is a factor."
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i. Coerced Marriages are when the two individuals concerned are not
consulted at all or the consulation is at the best coremonial.

i. Marriages that use the method of coercion are ones where the parents

or other members of the family pressurise the individuals using tactics.”
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"Forced marriages are where consultation is the least of the
priorites and intention of the parents prevails Instead, the

son/daughter will be told firmly the wishes of their parents and

1- Muslim Arbitration Tribunal (MAT), Report: Liberation for Forced Marriages,
Anjuman-e-Urdu Press P:7.
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