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ABSTRACT
The personality of Allama Igbal is the integral part of the
religious and national thinking of the Muslims of subcontinent,
and for Pakistanis along with a religious thinker he is also the
person who gave the idea of Pakistan. Because of this legacy
Igbal is considered as the founder of a school of thought in
Pakistan's academic atmosphere. The magnitude of this position
and importance is evident from the fact that the people of
different intellectual backgrounds and ideologies have been
seeking evidence from Igbal in support of their arguments. So
even the proponents of socialist ideology or the holders of the
thought of negating the legal status of Hadeeth have tried to
prove Igbal as a torch bearer of their stance and saw their
struggle as a continuation of his (Igbal’s) thinking. But it is a
general rule that a person, especially the one who is a
prominent figure and there are a lot of themes that are present
in his thoughts, cannot be judged on the basis of only some of
his works. So declaring Igbal as the negator of legal status of
the Hadeeth because of some of his writings is not a fair
academic activity. This paper would study the actual view of
Igbal about the legal status of Sunnah as well the place of
Prophethood in his thoughts and try to figure out whether his
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stand in this regard is in accordance with the traditional concept
olr it is different and if it is different then how much is it
different? ‘
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| propose to undertake a philosophical discussion of some of
the basic ideas of Islam, in the hope that this may, at least, be

helpful towards a proper understanding of the meaning of Islam
as a message to humanity.3

u:;uéﬁ‘@wﬂmLL;/J_g}w‘*_‘agf/v_,g/ﬂfu(ﬁ‘/yﬁd/qy

f‘JunUdﬁJﬁl,uﬁ}lﬁ&dl}igWﬁJf !
cf“/"f,&l?;MM‘.J//Q;f‘ﬁﬁzu“’/:/;l&“}lﬁ,&buﬁ(w’l.Jrf”(d'/,,/?')“_ﬁr‘jm(IKK:J/G”/JU:’)/,(-S

SN LI

*_Allama Muhammad Igbalc The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, , Igbal

Academy Pakistan, Lahore,1989- 13

! "Synthetic a-priori possible but it depends upon phenomenon and not noumenon”
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"For our present purposes, however, we must distinguish

traditions of a purely legal importance from those which are of

a non-legal character. With regard to the former, there arises a

very important question as to how far they embody the pre-

Islamic usages of Arabia which were in some cases left intact,

and in others modified by the Prophet. It is difficult to make

this discovery, for our early writers do not always refer to pre-

Islamic usages. Nor is it possible to discover that usages, left

intact by express or tacit approval of the Prophet, were intended
to be universal in their application. Shah Wali Allah has a very
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illuminating discussion on the point. | reproduce here the
substance of his view. The prophetic method of teaching,
according to Shah Wali Allah, is that, generally speaking, the
law revealed by a prophet takes especial notice of the habits,
ways, and peculiarities of the people to whom he is specifically
sent. The prophet who aims at all-embracing principles,
however, can neither reveal different principles for different
peoples nor leaves them to work out their own rules of conduct.
His method is to train one particular people, and to use them as
a nucleus for the building up of a universal Shari‘ah. In doing
so he accentuates the principles underlying the social life of all
mankind, and applies them to concrete cases in the light of the
specific habits of the people immediately before him. The
Shari‘ah values (Ahkam) resulting from this application
(e.g.rules relating to penalties for crimes) are in a sense specific
to that people; and since their observance is not an end in itself
they cannot be strictly enforced in the case of future
generations™."
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"The Hadith. The second great source of Muhammadan Law

is the traditions of the Holy prophet. These have been the
subject of great discussion both in ancient and modern times.
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Among their modern critics Professor Goldziher has subjected
them to a searching examination in the light of modern canons
of historical criticism, and arrives at the conclusion that they
are, on the whole, untrustworthy .1"
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' _Allama Muhammad Igbalc The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, , Igbal
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3 -However, mounting recent research, concerned with the historical origins of individual
prophetic reports, suggests that Goldziher, Schacht and Juynboll have been excessively
skeptical and that a number of reports can be dated earlier than previously thought, even as
early as the Prophet. These findings, coupled with other important studies critical of
Schacht's thesis, go to show that while a great bulk of prophetic reports may have originated
many decades after the Hijra, there exists a body of material that can be dated to the prophet's
time. Therefore, I shall not a priori preclude the entirety of prophetic reports as an

unauthentic body of material, nor shall I accept their majority though many may have been
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admitted as authentic (sahih) by the Muslim "science" of hadith criticism. (Wael B. Hallag,
A history of Islamic Legal Theories. An Introduction to Sunni Usul al-Figh, Cambridge

University Press, 1997, pp.2-3)
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