ARTICLE PROCESSING CHARGES

An open access policy for a medical journal refers to the journal's commitment to making its
published content freely available to the public without any barriers or subscription fees. This
means that anyone, including researchers, clinicians, patients, and the general public, can access
and read the articles without needing to pay for individual articles or a subscription.

There are several benefits to implementing an open access policy for a medical journal:

Increased Visibility: Open access allows articles to reach a broader audience, including
researchers, practitioners, policymakers, and patients worldwide. This increased visibility can
lead to greater citation rates and impact for the published work.

Collaboration and Innovation: Removing access barriers fosters collaboration between
researchers from different institutions and regions, potentially leading to more innovative and
impactful research.

Improved Patient Access: Open access allows patients and caregivers to access the latest
medical research directly, empowering them to make informed decisions about their health and
treatment options.

Global Health Impact: Open access policies can positively impact global health efforts by
facilitating the dissemination of vital medical research, especially in regions with limited
resources and access to subscription-based journals.

There are different models of open access policies that a medical journal can adopt:

Gold Open Access: In this model, authors or their institutions pay article processing charges
(APCs) to the journal upon acceptance. The article is then published and made freely available to
everyone immediately.

Green Open Access: Also known as self-archiving, this model allows authors to deposit pre-
prints or post-prints of their articles in institutional repositories or subject-based repositories after
an embargo period, during which the article may be available only through journal subscriptions.

Hybrid Open Access: In this model, journals offer both subscription-based access and the
option for authors to pay APCs to make their individual articles freely available.

Diamond Open Access: In this model, journals are free to both readers and authors. Funding
typically comes from institutional support, government grants, or other non-commercial sources.
When implementing an open access policy, journals should consider factors such as sustainable
funding models, copyright and licensing options, and compliance with relevant open access
mandates from funding agencies or institutions.



It's important to note that policies may vary between different medical journals, and the specific
details of an open access policy should be clearly outlined on the journal's website or publication

guidelines.

Note: All article processing charges (APC) are covered by The University of Lahore. For
authors, there are no charges for processing and publication until further notify.



